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December, 2021 Issue  

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
Holiday Food drive and homeless ministry:  
• Donations of hams (boneless or butt portion is 

better) are needed by Monday, 12/20. 

• Volunteers are needed to sort groceries for a 

couple of hours on Saturday, 12/18 at 11am at 

the Friary. 

• Hygiene items are needed: shampoo, shaving 

cream, body wash, and especially laundry 

detergents – liquid, or pods. 
 

Thank you for your donations and help! 
 

See page 2 for additional Apostolate News. 
 

 
 

Chuck Heidtke: 1/10 

Br. Antonio Pagba: 1/26 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

 

Inquirer Formation  
No meeting in December 

Next meeting at Steve’s house on January 28th. 
 

First Friday: Jan. 7th 
St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary 

(Covid precautions: wearing a mask is encouraged and spread out if 

possible.) 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace 

at 7:00 pm 

Regular Fraternity Meeting at 8:00 pm: 
Business meeting 

Reading of the Miracle of St Clare & baby Jesus.  

“The First Noel” 

Ongoing Formation small groups: 
Mass Readings for Sunday, Jan. 9th 

 Chapter 9 of St Clare Study  

Closing Prayers 
 

If unable to attend in person, you may view the Holy 
Hour and Fraternity Meeting on Zoom, 7:00-9:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

NOTE for those viewing in Zoom: The St Columba connection will 
discontinue when we break into small groups. You may have your own  

group discussion and closing prayers.  
 

Council Meeting: 
Sunday, Jan. 9th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkV
nNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 

All professed members are welcome to attend 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 

• Casey from Rapid City, SD visited the friary for the 

3rd time. He is positive and energetic. The brothers 

are hopeful that he will apply 

• See Apostolate News for details on Holiday 

foods shelf and non-food items needed. 

• The Brothers are expecting representatives from 

Red Lake reservation to pick up a load of food 

items on December 18th. 

• Franklin, a former friary resident, will be 

ordained to priesthood in Sante Fe, New Mexico 

on the last weekend in December – Fr Seraphim 

and Br Didacus will attend. Pray for safe travels 

for them. 

• The Brothers had their family zoom Christmas 

party on December 11th. They were able to see 

Br Antonio and his family. 

• Continue to pray for Br Antonio – the consulate 

is not processing religious worker visas, but Br 

Antonio will keep trying. He has requested help 

from Amy Klobuchar’s office. 

******************************** 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace  

YouTube channel. Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w

nUiPr12iZGIJA 

******************************** 

Additional Apostolate News:  

The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 

• Pen pals, remember to send your January letter! 

• In-person visits on the 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30pm: 

Jan. 19th / Feb. 16th 

• Although Christmas caroling at Lynnhurst on Dec 

12th was canceled at the last minute, we had an 

impromptu gathering at Eileen and Will’s home! 

• Next BINGO date is Sunday, January 23rd at 1:30pm. 

• Procedure for in person visits: Bring your own mask 

and follow all instructions for signing in.  

• Dollar Store items are always needed for BINGO 

prizes. Please consider buying a few items and bring 

to the fraternity meeting: 
o Deodorant - men’s and women's         

o Hand lotion, body lotion 

o Disposable razors - men’s and women’s 

o Tooth paste, tooth brushes, dental floss    

o Gloves or mittens 

o Large men’s socks (such as diabetic socks)                
o Word find puzzle books  

o Note cards 

o (Candy is permissible. M&M’s are a favorite!) 

Little Sisters of the Poor is not yet open for 

visitors. 

******************************** 

Aluminum cans for charity. 

Helen Rush has been collecting aluminum cans for 

years and donates the money to our Fraternity 

causes. Please consider bringing your aluminum 

cans to Helen either at the Fraternity meeting or to 

her home. Thank you, Helen! 

******************************** 

 
Eileen Helen    Br Pio Br John Mary 

 

 
Brenda leading us in carols. 

 

 
Jeannie    Karen Debbie 

(not pictured: Will Moore; courtesy Anne Keller photography) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
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Renewal of Commitment to the 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Read at the December Fraternity meeting: 

(adapted from the Prologue of the Rule of the 

Secular Franciscan Order and Ritual of the Secular 

Franciscan Order, permission given by Deacon 

Dave and Thérèse, O.F.S., 11/13, to reproduce) 

 

From the Exhortation of Saint Francis to the Brothers 

and Sisters in Penance:  

All those who love the Lord with their whole heart, 

with their whole soul and mind, with all their 

strength, and love their neighbors as themselves, and 

hate their bodies with their vices and sins, and 

receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and produce worthy fruits of penance.  

Oh, how happy and blessed are these men and 

women when they do these things and persevere in 

doing them, because “the Spirit of the Lord will rest 

upon them” and he will make “his home and 

dwelling among them” and they are the children of 

the heavenly Father whose works they do, and they 

are the spouses, brothers, sisters, and mothers of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

Oh, how glorious it is to have such a great and holy 

Father in heaven! Oh, how glorious it is to have such 

a beautiful and admirable Spouse, the Holy 

Paraclete! Oh, how glorious it is to have such a 

Brother and such a Son, our Lord Jesus Christ!  

Renewal of Franciscan Commitment  

Leader: My brothers and sisters, as our response to 

the Lord’s call to us heard so clearly in the words of 

our Seraphic Father, let us together renew our 

commitment “to follow Christ in the footsteps of 

Saint Francis of Assisi”:  

All: “Let us bless our Lord and God, living and true; 

to Him we must attribute all praise, glory, honor, 

blessing, and every good forever.”  

We thank you, Lord, for calling us to the 

Franciscan Way of Life. We ask Your pardon for 

all our shortcomings, weaknesses, and 

transgressions against our commitment to the 

Gospel Life and against the Holy Rule of our 

Order.  

We pray that You will allow us to experience 

once again the fervor and readiness of that day 

when we responded to Your grace of ongoing 

conversion by entering the Order of Penance 

after the example of Saint Francis of Assisi.  

With all of our hearts and the whole of our 

beings, we renew once again our Profession-

Commitment to the Gospel Way of Life 

according to the Rule of the Secular Franciscan 

Order, until the end of our days.  

Most high and glorious God, grant also that we 

may live in peace and harmony with all of 

creation, with all our brothers and sisters of the 

human family, and especially those with whom 

we share the gift of our Catholic Christian faith.  

May we give an ever-more effective witness by 

our lives of simplicity, minority, humility, 

penance and service to the great gift we have 

received from You: our Franciscan calling to 

“go forth as witnesses and instruments of the 

Church’s mission among all people, proclaiming 

Christ by our life and words.”  

“All praise be Yours, O Lord, through all that 

You have made!” Amen.  

Leader: My brothers and sisters, it is with great joy 

that we have renewed our Franciscan Profession-

Commitment to observe the Holy Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to the Rule of our Order. Our 

Seraphic Father himself encourages and blesses us in 

these words of his Testament:  

“May whoever observes all this be filled in heaven 

with the blessing of the Most High Father, and on 

earth with that of His Beloved Son, together with the 

Holy Spirit the Comforter, and all the powers of 

heaven and all the saints.”  

All: Amen 
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A FRANCISCAN ADVENT:  THE CRECHE 

AT GRECCIO 
(Taken From the Writings of Thomas of Celano, Franciscan) 

 

During the time of Advent, Christians have a 

custom of putting up Nativity scenes, often with the 

baby Jesus missing, who is then added on Christmas 

Eve or Christmas Day.  St. Francis is the source of 

this beautiful Christmas Season custom. In 1223,  

Francis was passing through the Reiti Valley on a 

return trip from Rome (where he had submitted the 

new Rule), when he realized he would not make it 

back in time to celebrate Christmas in Assisi due to 

fatigue and bad weather.  He decided to celebrate 

Christmas at the snow-covered hermitage of 

Greccio.   
 

From a recent trip the to the Holy Land, the 

Incarnation was the mystery which had made the 

greatest impression on St Francis’ soul.  Francis 

wanted to share this experience with the people of 

the village of Greccio.  Thus, on Christmas 

<<Francis wanted the poor and hungry to be filled 

by the rich, and more than the usual amount of grain 

and hay given to the oxen and asses. ‘If I could 

speak to the emperor,’ he said, ‘I would ask that a 

general law be made so that all who can should 

scatter corn and grain along the roads so that the 

birds would have an abundance of food on the day 

of such great solemnity, especially our sisters the 

larks’>> (II Cel., 200). 
 

Impelled by the desire to live fully the humility and 

poverty of Christmas at Bethlehem, St. Francis 

wanted to make a three dimensional realization of 

the Christmas creche at Greccio.  The following is a 

description of that night: 
 

<<Blessed Francis sent for this man (John Velita), 

as he often did, about 15 days before the birth of the 

Lord, and he said to him.  ‘If you want us to 

celebrate the present feast of the Lord at Greccio, go 

with haste and diligently prepare what I tell you.  

For I wish to do something that will recall to 

memory the little Child who was born in Bethlehem 

and set before our bodily eyes in some way the 

inconveniences of his infant needs, how he lay in a 

manger, how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he 

lay upon the hay, where he had been placed.’  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

<<. . . But the day of joy drew near, the time 

of great rejoicing came.  The brothers were called 

from their various places.  Men and women of that 

neighborhood prepared with glad hearts, according 

to their means, and candles and torches to light up 

that night that has lighted up all the days and years 

with its gleaming star.  At length the saint of God 

came, and finding all things prepared, he saw it and 

was glad.  The manger was prepared, the hay had 

been brought, the ox and ass where led in.  There 

simplicity was honoured, poverty was exalted, 

humility was commended, and Greccio was made, 

as it were, a new Bethlehem.  The night was lighted 

up like the day, and it delighted men and beasts.  

The people came and were filled with new joy over 

the new mystery.  The woods rang with the voices 

of the crowds and the rocks made answer to their 

jubilation.  The brothers sang, paying their debt of 

praise to the Lord, and the whole night resounded 

with their rejoicing.  The saint of God, stood before 

the manger, uttering sighs, overcome with love, and 

filled with a wonderful happiness.  The solemnities 

of the Mass were celebrated over the manager and 

the priest experience a new consolation. 
 

<<The saint of God was clothed with the 

vestments of deacon, for he was a deacon, and he 

sang the holy Gospel in a sonorous voice.  And his 

voice was a strong voice, a sweet voice, a clear 

voice, and a sonorous voice, inviting all to the 

highest rewards.  Then he preached to the people 

standing about, and he spoke charming words 

concerning the nativity of the poor King. . .  The 

gifts of the Almighty were multiplied there, and a 

wonderful vision was seen by a virtuous man.  For 

he saw a little child lying in the manger lifeless, and 

he saw the holy man of God go up to it and rouse 

the child as from a deep sleep. . . 
 

At length the solemn night celebration was brought 

to a close, and each one returned home with holy 

joy. . . 
 

 <<Later, the place on which the manger had 

stood was made sacred by a temple of the Lord, and 

an altar was built in honour of the most blessed 

father Francis over the manger. . .>> (I Cel., 84-87).  
 

Source:  Book: Francis of Assisi, By Luciono Canonici, 

Franciscan, From Assisi, Italy, 1998. 
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December Prayer requests:  
(Thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 
consecrated life and especially that men will respond to 
the call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• For Casey as he discerns his vocational calling and 
whether to apply with the Brothers. 

• For peace and wisdom for Br Antonio in the Philippines. 
May God’s will be done as he continues to apply for a 
religious worker visa to return to the US.  

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and the people 
they serve.  

 

• May we all experience the peace of the Christ Child and 
spread Christmas joy. 

• For all those who feel lonely or estranged during the 
holiday season.  

• As we look forward to 2022, that we will all accept God’s 
grace and be thankful for all our blessings; may our Lord 
be glorified in our lives. 

• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 

• For all those affected by the Covid pandemic. For 
protection from further spread. For recovery for those who 
have been ill. For the souls of all those who died and for 
their grieving loved ones.  

• For protection and provision for all those suffering from 
natural disasters. 

• That government officials will serve with fairness and 
justice. 

• For peace in our communities and for the safety of first 
responders; for an end to all violence through the 
conversion of hearts. 

• In thanksgiving for the sacrifices of veterans. 

• For the Lord’s loving provision for all the poor and the 
homeless. 

• For the conversion of souls and for increased devotion to 
Mary.  

 

• That the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the Council in 
animating the fraternity. 

• For strengthening of community spirit within our fraternity. 

• For continued guidance for our newly professed members, 
Nini, Karen and Scott.  

• For blessings upon our Inquirers, Chuck Heidtke and Mark 
Hafner, as they journey to discern their Franciscan call. 

• For the needs of all our fraternity members:  
o For healing for those who are ill. 
o For the needs of those unable to attend our 

December meeting: Mike Bartel, Brenda Berry, 
Jeremiah Blume, Janie Carlson, Heidi and Jerry 
Geibel, Chuck Heidtke, Eugene Krentz, Marty 
Madansky, Mary Marshall, Nini Milbrath, Chuck 
Roach, Marlene Skavnak, Marty Spicer. 

• In thanksgiving for Mike Ross’ safe return from South 
Africa.  

• Continued prayers for Marty Spicer for housing stability. 
• For Mike Bartel, that he can follow God’s will in his life, 

and that his doctor appointments all go well. 
• In thanksgiving that Debbie’s insurance issues have been 

resolved. For continued improvement in her body’s ability 
to heal and resist infection and that she will not need 
surgery. That the Lord will use her for His glory and fill her 
with peace.  

• Continued prayers for Marty Madansky as he discerns 
what the Lord has for him next.  

• In thanksgiving that Eugene was able to move to an 
apartment in New Hope. May St Joseph, protector of 
homes, continue to intercede for Eugene’s health and 
living situation. 

• For continued guidance and provision for John Rosensteel 
in Tennessee.  

 

• For protection and emotional healing for Marty Spicer’s 
son.  

• For Eugene’s mom’s health. 

• Continued prayers for the health of Brenda’s brother, 
Brad, who was recently sick with lung congestion.  

• For protection and healing for Brenda’s nephew, 
Christopher, as he undergoes treatment for the cancer. 

• For protection and healing for Brenda’s niece and god-
daughter, Mary, with aggressive breast cancer. 

• For the repose of the soul of Brenda’s Aunt, Jackie Taylor 
who died. For consolation for her grieving family. 

• For the repose of the soul of John, the father-in-law of 
Janie’s daughter, Kelly. For consolation for his wife, Kathy, 
and the grieving family. 

• For Br John Mary’s sister, Kathy, as she undergoes hip 
replacement surgery. 

• For Jeremiah’s brother recovering from colon surgery.  

• For continued healing for Robin’s sister. 

• For healing for Chuck Roach’s brother-in-law, Mark, who 
has been on and off a ventilator with Covid and bacterial 
pneumonia.  

• For the needs of Simone, the daughter of Scott’s co-
worker. 

• In thanksgiving for Mark DeMar’s coworker, Sue, who 
survived a heart attack. That she will experience new life 
through Jesus and be open to what He would have for her. 

• In thanksgiving that Steve’s daughter, Stephanie, had 
successful surgery for the removal of a benign tumor. 
Continued prayers for healing for his daughter, McKenzie. 

• For Mary K and Ed Savoie, former fraternity members, as 
they recover from Covid. 

• Continued prayers for peace and inner healing for Scott’s 
niece, Ferdosi. 

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all the doctors 
on Debbie’s medical team. 

• For Debbie’s family and for healing of relationships. 

• For rain in Santa Fe, NM where Debbie’s sister Kathleen 
lives. That wells will not run dry. 

• For healing for Jeannie’s friend, Zelda. That she will draw 
close to God in her suffering. 

• For the needs of Clare Lewer’s friend, Maria Silva, living in 
poverty in Tijuana. 

• For the health and well-being of those to whom we 
minister at Lynnhurst nursing home.  

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and spiritual 
needs of patients at the VA Hospital. May all who are 
dying be drawn into the Lord’s heavenly embrace. 

• For healing for families dealing with mental health issues, 
addiction issues and broken relationships. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our family 
members who have left the Church. That they will come to 
know His love for them. 

• For all our friends and family members for whom we have 
promised to pray. 

• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. 
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******************************** 

The Bethlehem Peace Light: 
The Peace Light be available at the Franciscan 

Brothers of Peace Friary Friday evening 12/17. 

There will also be small lanterns available to 

transport the Peace Light to your homes.  

 
An Ecumenical Advent tradition 

 
 

The Bethlehem Peace Light is a flame lit from one 

of the oil lanterns that have been burning at the Church 

of the Nativity in Bethlehem for hundreds of years. The 

flame is transferred from there, being passed from candle 

to candle or oil lantern throughout Europe, and flown to 

New York by Austrian Airlines. The Peace Light will be 

available again this year for you to light a candle in your 

home, or church, or anywhere this symbol of world 

peace might be welcomed. A lighting ceremony was 

held at JFK airport in New York on December 11th and it 

is on its journey across the US now.  

 

Let me know if you would like me to bring it to 

your home. I will bring it using an oil lantern and 

suggest you have some long-lasting candles, such as 7-

day candles available at church supply stores, that I will 

transfer the flame to. You may email me at:   

  roach_chuck@yahoo.com 
 

Peace: Chuck Roach 

National Prayer for Vocations to the 
Secular Franciscan Order 

O good and gracious God, God of mercy, compassion, 
generosity, and love, as we live our lives today in the 
model of St. Francis, choosing daily to live the Gospel 
life, help us to help others hear your call. Help us to 

help others recognize their vocation as a Secular 
Franciscan that You have already planted in their heart. 
Help us, so that together we all may work to bring the 

Gospel to life. Amen! 
 

Composed by Marian R. Crosby, OFS, 
2010 National Fraternity gathering in Scottsdale, AZ 

Art by Luciano Craparotta 

www.SecularFranciscansUSA.org 
 

 

 

 
 

More history and info at:www.peacelightnorthamerica.org 

  

mailto:roach_chuck@yahoo.com
http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
http://www.peacelightnorthamerica.org/
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ST. CLARE OF ASSISI – Light From the Cloister, 

Chp. 9 – SAN DAMIANO:  CLOSED AND OPEN 
 

Study Questions for 1/7/2022, OFS Franciscan 

Fraternity Meeting 
 

In Chapter 8, St. Frances takes Clare to a new 

community of penitential women living near the 

little church of St. Michael the Archangel (Sant’ 

Angelo in Ponzo) in the City of Ponzo.  This was a 

safer, more humble place than the Benedictine 

Monastery of San Paulo, and temporary, safer place 

where Clare could stay, until San Damiano was 

ready for her.  The local people reacted to her 

traveling with Francis to Sant’ Angelo in Ponzo in 

various ways.   Some rejoiced and recognized their 

piety, holiness, and spiritual relationship, while 

others thought bad, lewd, vulgar things about them.  

While traveling to Ponzo, Clare was filled with 

emotions and reflections.  Her heart was filled with 

joy and on fire with the Holy Spirit as she rejoiced 

at leaving her worldly life in Assisi, full of 

corruption and wickedness, to a new spiritual life as 

a Franciscan where she felt she could do the most 

good for Assisi.  
 

Clare knew she could not live the spiritual life nor 

Franciscan way of life alone.  She needed to have a 

community of sisters, like Francis and his brothers.   

At Sant’ Angleo, Clare found a religious 

community that was simpler, less structured, with 

common woman living together in prayer, service, 

and work.  There she started finding some peace.  

Clare’s younger sister Catherine showed up to join 

her.  As with Clare, her family is furious, and seizes 

Catherine with extreme force and physical violence 

to take her back.  Clare prays for God’s intervention 

to stop them, and was given her first miracle.  

Catherine’s body became so heavy that they could 

not lift her to carry her away. Because of her 

suffering, Francis gives Catherine the new name of 

Agnes, after the virgin martyr who suffered for her 

love of Christ.  She now bore the name of the Lamb 

of Christ.  Clare was still not at peace.  She found 

the community at Sant’ Angelo still too 

institutionalized and not poor enough.  So, Francis 

decides to move her again. 
 

In Chapter 9, Francis takes Clare (age 18) and her 

sister Agnes (Catherine) to their new home and final 

destination, the small rustic church of San Damiano, 

located in the countryside below Assisi.  Here Clare 

finds peace, poverty, and simplicity in a new type of 

less structured, cloistered life, that of enclosure and 

openness.  What Francis constructed with his hands, 

Clare would construct with spirit, a living cloister. 

 

1.  While Clare was traveling with Francis and her 

sister Agnes, towards San Damiano, she passed the 

shrine of St. Felicianus and an ancient Roman tomb. 

What were Clare’s thoughts about these sites?   

Pg. 109-111. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What was Clare’s reaction to San Damiano upon 

her arrival? Pg. 111-112. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How did Clare’s vocation change at San 

Damiano and why ?  Pg.112-113. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Clare’s new form of life at San Damiano would 

encompass a new twofold calling:  enclosure and 

openness.  What did that mean to Clare?  Pg. 114-

116. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Has your Franciscan vocation changed on your 

Franciscan journey ?  If so how? 
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ONGOING FORMATION  

Mass Readings for Sunday, Jan. 9th 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Reading I  Is 42:1-4, 6-7 

Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I 

uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 

upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth 

justice to the nations, not crying out, not shouting, 

not making his voice heard in the street. a bruised 

reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he 

shall not quench, until he establishes justice on the 

earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching. I, the 

LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I 

have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set 

you as a covenant of the people, a light for the 

nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out 

prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, 

those who live in darkness. 

 

Gospel     Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

The people were filled with expectation, and all were 

asking in their hearts whether John might be the 

Christ. John answered them all, saying, “I am 

baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is 

coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire.” After all the people had been baptized and 

Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 

heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended 

upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased.”  

 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 

Gaze on Him: 

• Look on the words 

• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open 

mind 

• Let the words sink into you 

Consider Him: 

• Ponder the words 

• Think about what is being revealed in your heart 

and mind and soul 

Contemplate Him: 

• Weigh the words 

• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to 

the words and ponder that article 

Imitate Him: 

• Outpour the words; 

• Take all of this into the world with a concrete 

action which today you state aloud 

 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 

1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 

2. What is the connection between the Gospel and 

the first reading? 

3. What word or phrase stands out? 

4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 

5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 

6. What can be my action response as an 

individual? 

7. What can be our action response as a 

Fraternity? 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegospelforyou.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F01%2Fjesusbaptism.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegospelforyou.com%2Fthe-baptism-of-the-lord-jesus-christ-at-the-jordan-river%2F&tbnid=hg7oSTzS1-CEdM&vet=12ahUKEwjGme-Fy-f0AhUQY60KHQW3CiIQMygmegUIARDdAw..i&docid=RtpCUSyLHks3SM&w=1024&h=768&q=baptism%20of%20jesus%20christ%20in%20the%20jordan%20river%20images&client=firefox-b-1-d&ved=2ahUKEwjGme-Fy-f0AhUQY60KHQW3CiIQMygmegUIARDdAw
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